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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Notice of Proposed Change to Section
IV of the Virginia Field Office Technical
Guide

AGENCY: Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
ACTION: Notice of Availability of
proposed changes in the Virginia NRCS
Field Office Technical Guide for review
and comment.

SUMMARY: It has been determined by the
NRCS State Conservationist for Virginia
that changes must be made in the NRCS
Field Office Technical Guide
specifically in practice standards: # 362,
Diversion; # 382, Fence; # 511, Forest
Harvest Management; # 552, Irrigation
Pit or Regulating Reservoir; # 441,
Irrigation System, Microirrigation; #
442, Irrigation System, Sprinkler; #
430DD, Irrigation Water Conveyance,
High-Pressure, Underground, Plastic; #
460, Land Clearing; # 453, Land
Reclamation, Landslide Treatment; #
454, Land Reclamation, Subsidence
Treatment; # 512, Pasture and Hayland
Planting; # 558, Roof Runoff Structure;
# 574, Spring Development; # 607,
Surface Drainage, Field Ditch; # 620,
Underground Outlet; # 472, Use
Exclusion, # 658, Wetland Creation; #
659, Wetland Enhancement to account
for improved technology. These
practices will be used to plan and install
conservation practices on cropland,
pastureland, woodland, and wildlife
land.
DATES: Comments will be received on or
before Novemebr 2, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Inquire in writing to M. Denise Doetzer,
State Conservationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), 1606
Santa Rosa Road, Suite 209, Richmond,
Virginia 23229–5014; Telephone

number (804) 287–1665; Fax number
(804) 287–1736. Copies of the practice
standards will be made available upon
written request to the address shown
above or on the Virginia NRCS web site
http://www.va.nrcs.usda.gov/
DataTechRefs/Standards&Specs/
EDITStds/EditStandards.htm.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
343 of the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
states that revisions made after
enactment of the law to NRCS State
technical guides used to carry out
highly erodible land and wetland
provisions of the law shall be made
available for public review and
comment. For the next 30 days, the
NRCS in Virginia will receive comments
relative to the proposed changes.
Following that period, a determination
will be made by the NRCS in Virginia
regarding disposition of those comments
and a final determination of change will
be made to the subject standards.

Dated: September 24, 2001.
M. Denise Doetzer,
State Conservationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Richmond, Virginia.
[FR Doc. 01–24646 Filed 10–2–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–16–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Business-Cooperative Service

Notice of Request for Collection of
Public Information with Use of a
Survey

AGENCY: Rural Business-Cooperative
Service, USDA.
ACTION: Proposed collection; comments
request.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Rural Business-
Cooperative Service’s (RBS) intention to
request an extension of the clearance for
an existing information collection in
order to render service to associations of
producers of agricultural, forestry,
fisheries products and federations and
subsidiaries thereof as authorized in the
Cooperative Marketing Act of 1926.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by December 3, 2001 to be
assured of consideration.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tracey L. Kennedy, Agricultural

Economist, RBS, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue
SW., Stop 3252, Washington, DC 20250–
3252, Telephone (202) 690–1428.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Annual Survey of Cooperative
Involvement in International Markets.

Type of Request: Information
collection.

Abstract: The mission of the Rural
Business-Cooperative Service (RBS),
formerly Agricultural Cooperative
Service (ACS), is to assist farmer-owned
cooperatives in improving the economic
well being of their farmer-members.
This is accomplished through a
comprehensive program of research on
structural, operational, and policy
issues affecting cooperatives; technical
advisory assistance to individual
cooperatives and to groups of producers
who wish to organize cooperatives; and
development of educational and
informational material. The authority to
carry out RBS’s mission is defined in
the Cooperative Marketing Act of 1926
(44 Stat. 802–1926). Authority and
Duties of Division (7 U.S.C. 453).

(a) The division shall render service
to associations of producers of
agricultural products, and federations
and subsidiaries thereof, engaged in the
cooperative marketing of agricultural
products including processing,
warehousing, manufacturing, storage,
the cooperative purchasing of farm
supplies, credit, financing, insurance,
and other cooperative activities.

(b) The division is authorized to:
(1) Acquire, analyze and disseminate

economic, statistical, and historical
information regarding the progress,
organization, and business methods of
cooperative associations in the United
States and foreign countries.

(2) conduct studies of the economic,
legal, financial, social and other phases
of cooperation, and publish the results
thereof. Such studies shall include the
analyses of the organization, operation,
financial and merchandising problems
of cooperative organizations.

(3) make surveys and analyses if
deemed advisable of the accounts and
business practices of representative
cooperative associations upon their
request; to report to the association so
surveyed the results thereof; and with
the consent of the association so
surveyed to publish summaries of the
results of such surveys, together with
similar facts, for the guidance of
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cooperative associations and for the
purpose of assisting cooperative
associations in developing methods of
business and market analysis.

(4) acquire from all available sources,
information concerning crop prospects,
supply, demand, current receipts,
exports, imports, and prices of
agricultural products handled or
marketed by cooperative associations,
and to employ qualified commodity
marketing specialists to summarize and
analyze this information and
disseminate the same among
cooperative associations and others.’’

RBS also has a stated objective to
‘‘assist U.S. farmer cooperatives to
expand their participation in
international trade of agricultural
products and supplies and to review
their progress.’’ As trade agreements are
implemented and domestic farm
supports are reduced, a global presence
is increasingly important to producers,
their communities, and to job-creation
and retention in agri- and food-related
industries. Measurement and
monitoring of cooperatives’ global
presence are stated objectives of RBS’s
International Trade Program. In order to
carry out the agency’s mission and
objectives, RBS needs to collect
information from the cooperative
community. This information collection
is designed to provide time-series data
that will provide a better understanding
of the opportunities and limitations of
producer-owned cooperatives in global
markets. The data provide the basis for
research on trade-related issues affecting
cooperatives, and background for trade-
related policy analysis.

Beginning in 1980, RBS’s predecessor
agency Agricultural Cooperative Service
(ACS) collected cooperative trade data
at five year intervals. Value of
cooperative exports by commodity and
destination were measured, as well as
information related to method of sale.
Values of imports by cooperatives, by
commodity and country of origin were
collected in 1986 and 1991. Since 1997,
data have been collected on an annual
basis (OMB No. 0570–0020), as it had
become apparent that data collected at
intervals longer than one year do not
provide for meaningful analysis.
Further, data collected prior to 1997 had
been strictly limited to exports and
imports, neglecting other important
international arrangements such as
strategic alliances and foreign direct
investment. A more comprehensive,
annual data set accomplishes stated CS
objectives to measure and monitor
cooperatives’ global presence. These
data are generally not available to RBS
unless provided by the cooperatives.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average one (1) hour per
response.

Respondents: Cooperatives involved
in international activities.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
127.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: one per year.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 127 hours.

Copies of this information collection
can be obtained from Jean Mosley,
Regulations and Paperwork
Management Branch, at (202) 692–0041.

Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the function of the Agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
Agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments may be sent to Jean
Mosley, Regulations and Paperwork
Management Branch, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Rural Development, 1400
Independence Avenue SW., Stop 0742,
Washington, DC 20250. All responses to
this notice will be summarized and
included in the request for OMB
approval. All comments will also
become a matter of a public record.

Dated: August 24, 2001.
John Rosso,
Acting Administrator, Rural Business-
Cooperative Service.
[FR Doc. 01–24670 Filed 10–2–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–XY–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Utilities Service

Notice of Availability of a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of availability of a draft
environmental impact statement.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), has
released for public review and comment

a Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the Southern Intertie Project.
The project being proposed by the
Intertie Participants Group (IPG) is the
construction of a 138 kilovolt (kV)
transmission line between the Kenai
Peninsula and Anchorage, Alaska. The
RUS is the lead Federal agency in the
environmental review process. The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) are serving as cooperating
agencies.

Three public hearings have been
scheduled during the review and
comment period on the DEIS. The dates
and locations of these hearings are
described below.
DATES: The public hearing dates are:
1. October 30, 2001, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.,

Washington, DC
2. November 13, 2001, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.,

Anchorage, Alaska
3. November 14, 2001, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.,

Soldotna, Alaska
ADDRESSES: The public hearing
locations are:
1. Washington, DC—U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, 4401 North Fairfax
Drive, Room 200 A/B, Arlington, VA

2. Anchorage, AK—Loussac Library,
3600 Denali Street, Wilda Marston
Theater, Anchorage, AK

3. Soldotna, AK—Kenai Peninsula
Borough Administration Building,
144 North Binkley Street, Kenai
Peninsula Borough Chambers,
Soldotna, AK

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: Lawrence R.
Wolfe, Senior Environmental Protection
Specialist, Engineering and
Environmental Staff, USDA Rural
Utilities Service, Stop 1571, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250–1571, telephone
(202) 720–1784. The E-mail address is:
lwolfe@rus.usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The IPG
has proposed a new 138 kV
transmission line in order to improve
the overall Railbelt electrical system
reliability and energy transfer
capabilities between the Kenai
Peninsula and Anchorage. The IPG
proposed alternative, the Enstar Route,
would connect the Soldotna Substation
on the Kenai Peninsula with the
International Substation in Anchorage.
This alternative would parallel the
Enstar Pipeline through the Kenai
National Wildlife Refuge (KNWR). A
second alternative, the Tesoro Route,
would connect the Bernice Lake
Substation on the Kenai Peninsula with
the Pt. Woronzof Substation in
Anchorage. This alternative would
parallel the Tesoro Pipeline from the
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